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TO: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: Why I should attend GBTA Ladders Summit May 2026
I would like to request approval to attend the GBTA Ladders Summit on May 19-21, 2026, in Charlotte, North Carolina. I am currently part of a GBTA Ladders Team working on a project surrounding this season’s theme: “AI is the catalyst. You are the conscience.”  Our team has put in 80 hours over the last several months brainstorming on how AI can be leveraged to make business travel professionals powerful agents of change. This conference is the chance to bring those ideas full circle, learning from other teams and furthering discussion with industry leaders. 
Throughout the season I have also been virtually networking with other Ladders members and attending Professional Development webinars. The Ladders Summit brings together all members, including Mentors, Guest Speakers, and the Advisory Board to nurture and facilitate those connections in-person. Summit is a great opportunity for me to connect with other like-minded individuals in the program and dive deeper into this season’s project and other industry topics.
Here are the goals I plan to accomplish during Summit:
1. Building my network of travel industry contacts both horizontally and vertically to leverage relationships for company’s benefit
2.  Interfacing with other industry professionals to discuss best practices and other relevant topics
3.  Developing soft leadership skills through professional development workshops
Here is an approximate breakdown of conference costs:
	Registration fee
As a member of this year’s Ladders season, registration is complimentary
	$0.00 USD

	Airfare
	$

	Transportation (round trip taxi from airport to hotel)
	$50 based on Uber estimates

	Hotel discounted conference rate (X nights at $299 USD per night not incl. tax)
	$578 (2 nights Charlotte, NC)

	Approximate total cost:
	$


My attendance at GBTA Ladders Summit will provide me with new ideas strategies and industry contacts to elevate travel management in our organization. Once I return, I will provide a report of key takeaways and share new trends and strategies with the team. I will work to make sure we get the full value of this event.

Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely, 
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